
 
 

 

 
Pax Christi International supports call for global ceasefire 

5 April 2020 
 
“We are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and 
needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are 
all of us. Just like those disciples … so we too have realized that we cannot go on thinking of 
ourselves, but only together can we do this.” Pope Francis, 27 March 2020 
 
Pax Christi International fully endorses UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres’ call on 23 March for 
a ceasefire to warring partners around the globe. The secretary general calls on all governments, 
groups and people with influence “to urge and pressure combatants around the world to put down 
their arms.” He repeated his call on 3 April stating: “There should be only one fight in our world 
today: our shared battle against COVID-19.” 
 
We join His Holiness Pope Francis in support of this plea which, as of 4 April, has been endorsed by 
70 member states, civil society networks and organisations, religious leaders and more than one 
million people in an online appeal. Warring parties in several countries have responded positively to 
this request, but much more need to be done. 
 
Several of Pax Christi’s 120 member organisations directly suffer from the impact of violence, abuse 
and war. Other members are facing daily an assault on democratic principles with lockdowns on civic 
space and increasing attacks on fundamental freedoms and human rights. 
 
For decades, Pax Christi International has advocated for diplomacy and reconciliation as we have 
witnessed, in the different contexts where we live and work across the globe, the destructive nature 
of distrust and division to the human community. Equally, we have learned that just relationships 
are essential for sustainable peace – that we humans are part of an earth community that must be 
healthy if we are to survive. In our daily reflections of what it means to live sustainably, we have 
come to recognise the interconnections between war and preparations for war, environmental 
damage, climate change, and scarcity of essential resources and their adverse impact on the earth 
community. 
 
Furthermore, the pandemic has proven that nuclear arms, missiles, rifles, bombs and other weapons 
have not saved humanity. Instead, it has called on us to reflect deeply and respond decisively and 
concretely on what will save humanity and the environment in this and future such crisis, the 
beautiful and evangelical attitude of “care”.  
 
We re-state our stand with Secretary General Guterres and his call for those who make war to put 
down their weapons as the “fury of the virus illustrates the folly of war”. 

 
A ceasefire and access to health care are top priorities. We urgently support and invite nations across 
the globe to invest in robust health care systems, safe shelter, resilient social networks, music and the 
arts in order to protect the world population and the lives of all God’s creation which continue to 
sustain us. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20018.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20018.doc.htm
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/angelus-pope-appeals-for-global-ceasefire-amid-covid-pandemic.html


   
 

 
 

We also hope that a ceasefire will lead to a new era of trust-building processes between warring 
parties on at least a small scale and on a larger scale in the longer term. 

We call on all participants in conflict, including external actors, to prioritise peace over their own local, 
national or geopolitical agendas; to avoid re-escalation of the conflicts after the ceasefire; to stop 
supplying weapons to warring parties and governments or any other armed actor, and to support civil 
society organisations committed to peace and nonviolence. 

Pax Christi International hopes that, despite this global health crisis, our precious world will begin to 
shape itself anew. We hope that all peoples spanning the continents, irrespective of nationality, 
ethnicity, gender, faith and age, will continue to strive for a nonviolent world, which embraces 
solidarity, generosity, compassion, mercy and loving kindness in every context. 
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Pax Christi International is a Catholic peace movement with 120 member organisations around the world 
working for peace, respect for human rights, justice and reconciliation. 
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